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MEDIA RELEASE
June 19, 1987
STRUCTURE OF STATE’S ECONOMY
HAS CHANGED LITTLE, UM RESEARCHER SAYS
MISSOULA —
The basic structure of Montana's economy has changed very 
little in the past 50 years, according to an article published by 
the University of Montana Bureau of Business and Economic 
Research.
Paul E. Polzin, director of forecasting at the Bureau, wrote 
about economic trends between 1929 and 1979 in the summer issue 
of the Montana Business Quarterly. He said, "Industries that 
were relatively important (or unimportant) in 1929 were also 
relatively important (or unimportant) in 1979."
Polzin compared the importance of certain industries to the 
Montana economy with the importance of the same industries on a 
regional and national level. He found that natural resource 
industries remain crucial to Montana -- much more so than on a 
national level.
Agriculture, for example, remained roughly twice as 
important in Montana in 1979 as in the United States. And even 
though there were many closures, mining in 1979 was almost three 
times more important in Montana than in the United States.
Other industries relatively more important in Montana in 
1979 than in the nation overall included construction,
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transportation, trade and government. On the other hand, Polzin 
said, manufacturing, services, finance, insurance and real estate 
were relatively more important in the United States.
Polzin said that while his industry comparisons were 
specifically for 1979, most of the same relationships were in 
effect decades earlier. He said what has changed is the 
technology associated with each industry. But Polzin explained 
that these changes occurred on a national scale, and none 
affected only Montana.
"We have seen that certain features of the Montana economy 
have either remained stable or changed in a systematic manner 
over the last fifty years," Polzin said. "We are probably safe 
in assuming they will continue."
The summer issue of the Montana Business Quarterly is 
available for $4 from the Bureau of Business and Economic 
Research, University of Montana, Missoula, Mont. 59812.
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